President Putin,

Once again, a battlefield has arisen on the European continent: defenders of the Enlightenment and counter-Enlightenment
or as you prefer, democracy against autocracy or “Five Principles” of the EU-Russia relations (European Commission) versus
six principles (the Valdai Club).

Itis known to everyone there can only be question of a great civilization if it pursues peace and justice, freedoms and culture.

Russia knew periods of some of these characteristics. Think of Peter the Great, a Tsar who Loved Science and The Voltaire
Library, the literature, ballet, painting and icons, classical music, orthodox religion, impressive buildings and
museums. Characteristics, needed to develop a cultural and political community.

But Russia has not developed into nor a nation-state, neither a civil state or a stable imperialist state. Over the course of its
history there was little attention for ‘care for the earth’, but for oppression and conquest of territories, bringing darkness
to the world.

Once again leaders of the Russian Federation brought out evil and deliberately chose to violently attack a sovereign
neighbouring country. Ukrainians were tortured, raped, bombed and killed, displaced and dozens of cities were damaged
and destroyed.

Only the regime can and must make amends again by taking responsibility to turn the darkness into the light. You have the
choice and the authority to choose for the good: the humanism as attitude to life, the true, the beauty, greatness and
goodness.

Look into the mirror and stop the destruction and war, take the world away from the brink of the abyss, change the country
into a well-functioning civil nation-state, into a country that can re-join and face the international community again, and
into a country that participates within the system of global governance to solve the big issues.

MpesnaeHT MyTnH,

B ouepenHoOl pa3 Ha eBPONENCKOM KOHTUHEHTE BO3HUK/IO NoJsie BUTBbI: 3aWUTHUKM MPOCBELLEHUS U KOHTPMPOCBELLEH WS
WK, KaK Bam 6O/blie HPaBUTCA, AEMOKPATUM MPOTUB camodep:kaBus uamn «Matu npuHUmMnoB» oTtHoweHun EC-Poccun
(EBponerickan Komuccua) NpoTUB WeCTU NpuHLMNIoB (Banaalickuii kny6 ).

Bcem M3BECTHO, YTO O BE/IMKOW UMBUAM3ALMM MOMKET UATU peyb TONbKO B TOM C/lydae, ecin oHa npeciesyer Mup u
CnpaBeannBoCTb, CBO6OAbI U KYNbTYPY.

Poccus 3Hana nepmompl HEKOTOPbIX M3 3TUX XapaKTepUCTMK. BcnomHuTe MeTpa BennKkoro, uaps, KOTOpbIi N06UA HayKy U
6ubnunoteky BosbTepa, nutepaTtypy, OaneT, KMBOMWCb UM MKOHbI, KAACCMYECKYID My3blKY, MPABOC/AABHYI PEIUTUIO,
BrnevatialowWme 34aHMA M my3en. XapaKTepPUCTUMKKU, Heobxoaumble ANSA Pas3sBUTMA KYAbTYPHOrO M MOAUTUYECKOro
coobulecTsa.

Ho Poccua He pasBuiacb HM B HalLMOHa/bHOE rOCY[apCTBO, HW B rPaK4aHCKoe rocy4apcTBo, HM B CTabuibHoe
MMNEPUaNNCTUYECKOe roCyAapcTBo. Ha NpoTAXKeHUN BCet CBOE UCTOPMM Manio BHUMAaHUA yAeNsanoch «3aboTe o 3emney,
a YrHEeTEeHUIO 1 3aBOEBAHUIO TEPPUTOPUIA, HECYLLUM B MUP TbMY.

B oqepep,Hoﬁ pa3 nnaepbl Poccuiickoi (De,u,epau,MM BbIABUIN 3710 U CO3HATE/IbHO pelwnin coBepunTb HACUNbCTBEHHOE
HanageHne Ha CyBepeHHYK COCeAHKOK CTpaHy. praMHLI,EB nbiTazn, HaCuUNoBany, 6ombUAn 1 Y6MBa/1M, OHU 6biNK
nepemeLleHbl, 4eCATKU ropoaos 6b11n nospexXaeHbl U pa3pyLlleHbl.

Tonbko PeEXNM MOXKET N A0N1XKEH BHOBb 3ar/1aanTb CBOKO BUHY, B3AB Ha cebs OTBETCTBEHHOCTb npeBpaTuTb TbMy B CBET. Yy
BacC eCTb Bbl60p M npaso BbI6VIpaTb BO 6naro: 'YMaHU3M KaK OTHOLWIEHUE K XXN3HU, UCTUHE, KpaCoTe, BE/INMYNIO U ,u,o6py.

MocMoTpUTE B 3€PKAI0 U OCTAHOBUTE PaspyLUeHMe U BOMHY, ybepute Mmup C Kpas nponactu, NpespaTuTe CTpaHy B XOPOLUIO
byHKUMOHMpYIOLLEe FpaXKAaHCKOe HauMOHa/bHOE rocyAapcTBo, B CTPaHy, KOTOpas MOMXKET BOCCOEAMHUTbCA M CHOBA
BCTPETUTLCA C MEXAYHAPOAHbIM COODLLECTBOM, U B CTPAHY, KOTOPas y4acTByeT B cucTeMe r106anbHOro ynpasaeHus ans
pelleHns 6onblwmx npobnaem.


https://news.cnrs.fr/articles/peter-the-great-a-tsar-who-loved-science
https://nlr.ru/voltaire/RA417/history-library-Voltaire
https://nlr.ru/voltaire/RA417/history-library-Voltaire

Best regards,

E. (Erik) van der Kooij
Director Feeling Europe Foundation

www.feelingeurope.eu | contribute @feelingeurope.eu
LinkedIn: feelingeurope | twitter: @feeling_europe and @C21 fellow

Feeling EUROPE fosters and guides European values and affairs, aiming to improve living conditions as human condition. For that
purpose the desk promotes (knowledge about) European values and affairs, takes position as nexus between citizens, institutions,
Europe, her identity and everything that is related in wider sense, mainly concerning cultural, philosophical and political fields. But
also economical and technical fields are at stake. Furthermore, the desk does research work, delivers resonance and keeps up a
website. The foundation is an outgrowth from the conferences 'Europe: A Beautiful Idea?' (5th) and 'The Sound of Europe'
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