
On cradle Greece which brought us values as freedom, truth and beauty, Europe and euro’s.

GREECE, birthplace of democracy, Western philosophy, the Olympic Games, Western literature and historiography, political science, major scientific and mathematical principles, university education, the (reinvented) coin, and Western drama (tragedy & comedy). Legacy is partly reflected in the 17 UNESCO World Heritage Sites located in Greece. Religion is Greek Orthodox.
From Classic Antiquity, Hellenistic period, Roman period, Byzantine (Eastern Roman) period, Ottoman period 1821, kingdoms, northern Greece and Crete in 1912, and the period ‘46-‘49 in which communists fought against government army and Americans, Greece is now a member of what is now the European Union since 1981 and the eurozone since 2001, NATO since 1952, and the European Space Agency since 2005. It is also a founding member of the United Nations, the OECD, and the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization.
Alexis Tsipras became 26-01 Prime Minister, Prokopis Pavlopoulos (2004-2009 MIA) is President since 18-02.
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After notification of the miserable financial situation by the end of 2009, the 'drama of debt' continues. Running prudent mechanisms almost stagnated completely. The Greek (and other European societies) have to do with heavy measures of economy. To solve and to relieve, possibilities are present such as privatizing public assets and selling off foreign assets in order to improve public-budget. The first thought has only added value if sold to eurozone-owners who don't have to lend the money or if sold to owners from outside the eurozone. State owned properties can (for a certain currency) also be pledged. 
 
But will it be enough to reach a healthy financial situation? If not, more restructuring? More austerity? And what tax policy? (‘Lagarde 2059 list’ 2010 and flat tax). Further reforms? Is there ability to bear the failure declines, on the Greek side, as well on the side of western EU member-states? And what does investors expect? If there is a default, does a turn to a better economy come up?
Since Greece in 1827 with the help of the British, French and Russians was liberated from the Ottoman Empire it is subsidized, especially by the rest of Europe. At CNN Amanpour, Varoufakis stated off wanting addiction. For Tsipras there was a chance to join with allies (and ECB) to turn the tide of excessive austerity and advocating looser fiscal and monetary policy, in stead of quibbling over debt extension and backtracking on sensible reforms. As published in a magazine, the real value of current loans – the present value of the debt – is already dropped by 40 percent by long maturities and low or absent interest.
Dimitris Rapidis blogged 19-02-15: “Tsipras wants time through a 6-months moratorium on implementation of new austerity measures as suggested last November, to shift negative prospects of the economy and come back at the end of summer 2015 with new facts on public finance reforms and negotiate over a broader plan with the creditors, partially based on IMF / OECD macro economic data.
This month, the treasury is almost empty. Greece has to pay in 2019, 2022 and this year, a total of 20 billion and an estimated bill of 7 billion euros in March. After the letter of Varoufakis February 18 on six-month extension of MFAFA, a first comprehensive list of reforms was compiled and submitted February 23 to the President of the Eurogroup.

March 6: - there was a conversation between Tsipras and Juncker but Juncker wants to wait for the meeting of finance  

                  ministers March 9. Tspiras hopes he can get 15 billion euros from the emergency fund;
 - the ECB pledged half a billion euro from ELA of support the financial system; 
 - In total this month 1.5 billion euros must be paid to the IMF. The Greek government has the first part repaid; the 
   government made a first tranche of 310 million euros. On 13, 16 and 20 March the other installments of the loan  

   have to be paid.

March 9: finance ministers eurozone have met as T&J will do afterwards on Friday next, proposing to finance eur 15 billion 
                from the emergency program with corresponding cross-cutting measures; the new Greek government is willing to 
                consult with the international lenders on her savings and reform plans. The emergency program has now been 
                extended by four months, there must be agreement within the next two months between Greece and its lenders about 
                how the country in the coming years will continue to reform public finances. Negotiations begin Wednesday March 11.
Kickstarting growth

Greek Presidency in 2014 focussed on growth, jobs, cohesion, further integration of the EU – eurozone. In these times, Greece sets very high bet towards the EU and member states, possibly resulting from inexperience and insufficient awareness of countries’ situation. 

‘Talk less and work more’, whereby more functioning strong government agencies, sensible financial policies (proper functioning of banking system) and functioning of sustainable economic growth should be the starting point. BoP should be used as tool to drive eg. movements of capital. Substantially increasing exports (eg. in the energy field through project Helios) will not be easy, which also applies to bringing in investors (equity greek church?). While the EU can support, the country will have to take by itself internal measures on the economy, where tourism, defense and digital agenda are involved and on

other needs such as establishing a cadastre and installing pin machines.

A STRONG EUROPE, BUT HOW?

From the creation of universe and man, it's to nature and us. Widely known is that Greek values as freedom, truth and beauty; development of laws through Romans; faith and love from Christianity; Germanic, Slavic and Celtic cultures; the influence of secular humanism; and a characteristic such as the focus on science & technology and its ability to create and to generate new processes, materials and material combination contribute to our civilization.
If Europe wants to be a global player, it should let succeed values that deliver widely and work to a strong economy, a solid foreign policy, a proper policy for energy & climate, and a considered area of liberty & security. Europe has to show what it stands and for which not.
Values

Europe is for the community a place to feel at home. Citizens in EU-member-states have European citizenship and have therefore opportunity to help with preparation of texts, decision-making and the evaluation of the EU's work. But there is much more. To provide people feel home, there are also non-material trends. Not only languages, literature & poetry, history, philosophy (within which ethics), religion, fine and performing arts, music, health, and sports are part of it, but also cultural values, identity, virtues, tolerance, solidarity, equality, rule of law & justice are aspects that contribute to improve well-being of people.

Economy

Europe continues to focus on how to handle the short term pressures associated with the present global economic downturn. But it is vital to look to the longer term to ensure that economies, enterprises and industry are in a strong position to strengthen multiple forces and to set GDP growth. To achieve these goals and to provide a strong economy the Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) emerged and was afterwards underpinned, an investment plan for Europe was launched, Europe recognizes '2020-strategies’.

Would a finished EMU / EU have prevented the eurocrisis? How to proceed further (missing) constructions in architecture? State funding should be curbed using for example the position of the current account of BoP and defined in the constitutions to avoid nationalistic isolation. ECB has become lender of last resort, what are implications for it’s role? What to do with the debt of the Eurozone?

Foreign policy

Foreign policy is still largely the domain of the member-states. However, there has been significant disagreement between members. The failure to present a common voice on the world stage has led to Europe being sidelined in international negotiations. Also enlargement of the Union's membership is a major political issue, with division over how far the bloc should expand. While some see it as a major policy instrument aiding the Union's development, some fear over-stretch and dilution of the Union. 


Far-reaching reflections are necessary about the kind of society we want to live in because fundamental changes in the relations and the balances between world and regional powers are in full swing. Europe has to answer a decisive question: Do we want to lead shaping globalisation on the basis of our values and our interests – or will we leave the initiative to others and accept an outcome shaped by them.
An energy Union is underway and creation of a European Defence Union (EDU) in the making. Only through cooperation goals are to achieve, but that s precisely the reason for which the EU is founded and, though it should be certain and clear, more important then where leadership is situated. Germany is quiet dominant: within EU on economic terms, on global level on political leadership, but Germany’s constitution limited hegemony.

To restore Euroscepticism, Europe need to bring Greece away from the edge, a job/investment plan, protecting eurozone from further crisis, appease conflict Ukraine_Russia, better control of borders & stricter verification air travellers, reshape European Commission and European Parliament, and strengthening member states.
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With use of time, step by step, and inter alia using the concept of differentiated integration and approach of multi-level governance, Europe is fixing its problems on economy, finance and in politics and tries a direction of more unity. But not enough backing, and existing nationalistic and populistic aspirations, both of which beliefs however rather lead to constraints, may delay that desire.
Feeling EUROPE Foundation, 10 March 2015

